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Employers set up in Student Center for Career Expo
By KRISTA SHIFFLETT

THE PARTHENON
Numerous companies will
file into the Don Morris
Room in the Memorial Student
Center
Wednesday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the
Marshall University Career
Services Career Expo.

The career expo is for students and staff. It is a way to
learn about companies that
are hiring or just to learn
about the different companies that could be right for
your future career.
Taylor Cathcart, sophomore athletic training major

Firefighters respond
to sorority house call
By MAGGIE SMITH

THE PARTHENON
Firefighters
responded
Tuesday to reports of smoke
at the Alpha Xi Delta sorority
house.
Capt. Chris Wilson, from
Huntington Fire Department
Station No. 2, said five fire
trucks arrived at the house at
1:48 p.m., after receiving a call
claiming there was smoke on
the second floor.
“The girls that live at the sorority house smelled smoke,
called 911, and got everybody
out and did everything they
were supposed to do,” Wilson
said.
After using a thermal imaging camera to determine if
there was fire in the building,

the firefighters determined
there was only smoke. Wilson
said they found the source
was a heating and air unit on
the roof. The belt that turns
the fan in the unit had melted
and was blowing smoke into
the house.
The firefighters then cut
off power to the unit and told
them to open the windows
and call a heating and air
technician.
Sarah Stiles, president of
the sorority, said that 31 girls
live in the house. They practice fire drills once a month
in order to know evacuation
safety.
Maggie Smith can be
contacted at smith1769@
marshall.edu.

College of Education and Professional
Development professor nominated
for Young Professional Award
By PATRICK BREEDEN

THE PARTHENON
A professor from the
College of Education and
Professional
Development
was nominated for the West
Virginia Association for
Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance Young
Professional Award.
Camille Ramsay is an
instructor
of
physical
education and health at
Marshall University. She began instructing at Marshall
in August.
Ramsey began her education career in 2002 when
she taught English in middle
schools. She changed her focus in 2007 when she began
teaching physical education.
She has taught physical education and health in higher
education since 2008.
She also served as the
coordinator for the West
Virginia Physical Activity
Plan, based on the National
Physical Activity Plan.
She received her master’s
degree in physical education
from West Virginia University in 2006. She is
completing doctoral work in
kinesiology at WVU.
Ramsey said being a
teacher in physical education is important to her. It
gives her a chance to show
others how to be healthy.
“Being a teacher, it’s all
about giving back and educating,” Ramsay said. “I am
very interested in physical
activity promotion, physical education and health
education.”
The WVAHPERD is an organization that promotes
the advancement of physical activity and physical
education in West Virginia.
The organization requests

a yearly fee of $20 for membership or a lifetime fee of
$150.
The WVAHPERD Young
Professional Award requires
a potential candidate to be in
the education field for less
than 15 years, the candidate
must be a professional in the
education field and the candidate must show evidence
of scholarship in the field of
health, physical education,
recreation and dance.
Ramsey joined the WVAHPERD when she began her
master’s program, she said.
She also joined the American Alliance for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance.
Ramsey confirmed she
was the only instructor in
COEPD nominated for the
award. Nominations are
anonymous, and Ramsey
said she doesn’t know who
nominated her.
“It’s a huge honor,” Ramsey
said. “I was shocked, and I
never expected to be nominated. I was very honored
and humbled. I will continue
to do anything I can to represent the profession.”
The award was given to
Andrea Taliaferro from the
Department of Coaching and
Teaching Studies at WVU
College of Physical Activity
and Sports Sciences, Ramsey
said. Ramsey will continue to
contribute to her profession.
“I am still very honored to
have been a nominee for the
award and will work tirelessly to further contribute
to the profession of physical
education, health education
and physical activity promotion,” Ramsey said.
Patrick Breeden can
be contacted at breenden16@marshall.edu.

from Charlestown, W.Va.,
said it is very helpful that
Career Services has an event
like this for students, even
though she still has a few
years before she reaches her
career goals.
“This is a great way to
learn about the companies

that you could have a career
in and also a great way for
them to get to know you,”
Cathcart said. “I am sure that
this event has opened doors
for a lot of students.”
According to Career Services, it is recommended
that those who choose

to
participate
bring
their resume and dress
professionally.
There will be more than
85 companies at the event.
Cabell Huntington Hospital,
State Farm Insurance, Bristol
Broadcasting Co, Inc., DirecTV, H&R Block, Marshall

University Graduate School,
Liberty University School of
Law, St. Mary’s Medical Center and Target Corporation,
are just a few of the companies registered.
Krista Shifflett can be
contacted at shifflett7@
marshall.edu.

New York Law dean emeritus talks FDR, New Deal in lecture series
ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

James F. Simon, dean emeritus of New York Law School, speaks as part of the Amicus Curiae lecture series on Tuesday, Oct. 8, in the Erickson Alumni Center.
By JUSTIN DEPAMPHILIS
and MASON HAYNES

THE PARTHENON
James F. Simon, an author
and commentator of the U.S.
Supreme Court, gave a lecture
about the New Deal at the
Marshall University Erikson
Alumni Center Monday night
to begin the Amicus Curiae
lecture series.
Simon said that the lecture
focused on his book “FDR
and Chief Justice Hughes: The
President, the Supreme Court,
and the Epic Battle Over the
New Deal.”
He compared President
Franklin D. Roosevelt and

Chief Justice Hughes to Chief
Justice Roberts and President
Obama to explain the outcome
of the Affordable Health Care
Act.
Simon said there was comparison between Hughes and
Roberts, who were both Republican judges.
“Let me concentrate on
Hughes and Roberts, both are
Republican appointees,” Simon
said. “In my opinion, Hughes
was a progressive Republican,
he was really centrist and he
moved the court as he could to
a centrist position.”
Simon explained that FDR
and Hughes had different

opinions about how they
handled politics, but they still
respected each other when
the legislation approved the
New Deal.
“FDR and Hughes were
relatively respectful of each
other after the rulings on the
Deal Legislation,” Simon said.
“Their tensions in 1935 and
1936 amended quite nicely.”
Simon Perry, professor
emeritus of political science at
Marshall, said that the lecture
was interesting.
“It was delightful, delivered in a great conversational
manner,” Perry said. “ He’s
excellent, he tells the story

and knows how to keep you
interested.”
At the end of his lecture,
Simon said that he enjoyed
the writing about FDR and
Hughes, and he said that it
gives him a passion for what
he writes about.
“I like to get a feel for the
people I’m writing about,” Simon said. “I like to get a sense
of place about the people I’m
writing about.”
Justin DePamphilis can be
contacted at depamphilis@
marshall.edu.
Mason Haynes can be contacted haynes75@marshall.
edu.

New HR software to aid ‘Spin Marathon’ to pedal
current, future employees for charity in the Rec Center
By ALISON WICKLINE

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University is implementing a new human
resources software tool called
PeopleAdmin to provide help
and support for both current
and potential employees.
The software is designed to
make hiring processes faster
and more efficient; it also has the
capability to assist with managing positions, onboarding new
employees and evaluating employee performance.
Matt Turner, Marshall chief of
staff, said Marshall’s administration is excited at the possibilities
of the new addition.
“Our goal is to help us recruit
and retain the best employees–
both faculty and staff–that we
can,” Turner said. “This software
is designed to help us do that.”
The project will be all electronic and has been in the
development stages since last
October. It will be rolled out
in two major phases, the first
one, which will help remind
applicants and departments of
deadlines and other requirements for hire, coming out this
November.

The second phase, which
will debut in January, will
involve the addition of modules for performance and
position management.
Marshall and its affiliates–Marshall Health and
the Marshall University Research Corporation, will use
the PeopleAdmin software.
Michelle Douglas, director
of human resource services,
said faculty and staff would
receive help and support
throughout the duration of
the project implantation.
“Faculty and staff users
will receive extensive training as part of the “Go Live”
stage of implementation,”
Douglas said. “We will also
receive continuous technical
support from PeopleAdmin
as part of our contract.”
PeopleAdmin, the company behind the software,
specializes in talent management solutions for higher
education–they have more
than 600 higher education
clients.
Alison Wickline can be
contacted at wickline19@
marshall.edu.

270759
MARSHALL CAREER SERVICES

By CARISSA JANCZEWSKI

THE PARTHENON
A
Marshall
University
Recreation Center Physical Education and Lifetime instructor
will host “Spin Marathon”
Thursday at 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
and 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. in Studio C
of the Rec Center to help raise
money for Team Healthier Generation, a charity that fights to
help prevent childhood obesity.
Erin Hickok, Physical Education and Lifetime instructor and
Public Employees Insurance
Agency exercise physiologist,
will lead the spinning.
“So often we try to fix the
problem after it’s already occurred, such as trying to lose
weight once it’s already been
gained,” Hickok said. “We are
trying to prevent the problem
occurring in the first place by
educating families, and better
yet, children themselves.”
Team Healthier Generation
is participating in the New
York City Marathon and offered
Hickok a spot on the team.
“I am a running fanatic in the
Huntington community and
also teach running classes at
the Recreation Center,” she said.

“Running the NYC Marathon
has always been something I’ve
wanted to do and be able to
cross off my bucket list.”
When creating this event,
Hickok came up with the idea
to do a spin-a-thon in an effort
to reach a different group of
athletes.
“Many runners are so willing to help in my fundraising
efforts for the New York City
Marathon because we share
the same passion—running,”
she said. “So I thought why
not bring in another group
of people and combine their
passion with my fundraising efforts to fight childhood obesity,
because that is the most important goal.”
Marshall Recreation Center
has lent a helping hand as well.
“Marshall Rec has been a big
help in my fundraising efforts,
especially Michelle Muth [assistant director of marketing
and memberships],” Hickok
said. “They have donated time
to help me organize the event
as well as donated the facility
space to allow it to occur.”

See SPIN | Page 5
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Honors College welcomes new dean
By ALYSSA SIMON

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Honors
College welcomed a new dean this fall,
Ronald Bieniek.
Bieniek graduated from the University of California, Riverside with
a Bachelor’s of Science in physics,
and then attended graduate school
at Harvard University and received
a doctorate in physics and a Master
of Arts in history of science. He did
his research in graduate school at

Marshall students
seek to produce new
television program

the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics where he gained knowledge on osmosis.
He received multiple awards during
his college years, including the Watkins
Award for Service and Scholarship at
the University of California, Riverside.
After Bieniek completed his studies
at Harvard, he did not go far from the
classroom surrounding.
He was a professor of physics at
Missouri University of Science and
Technology and was the director of

Learning Enhancement Across Disciplines Programs and New Faculty
Programs.
Bieniek became interested in student success in course work and
served as the acting associate dean
of arts and Sciences at the University
of Missouri-St. Louis for a short time
prior to his position at Marshall.
Bieniek said he hopes to broaden
the perspectives and horizons of the
Honors College and plans to promote
the study abroad program, because his

travels have been some of the most rewarding times of his life.
“I hope to be inspiring students in
the mastery of knowledge regardless
of field of study,” Bieniek said.
While Bieniek has made a career
spending time at universities and inspiring students, his parents completed little
school — his dad up to an eighth grade
level and his mom up to a fifth grade
level. Bieniek’s grandparents moved to
the United States from Poland.
Even though his time at Marshall

has just begun, Bieniek said he looks
forward to what his job has to offer.
“I am fortunate to have great students and colleagues at a university
where there is always something going on,” Bieniek said.
Bieniek said he believes he is lucky
that his background was strong
enough to have obtained such a position at Marshall, even though he is still
learning.
Alyssa Simon can be contacted at
simon26@marshall.edu.

Visiting lecturer demonstrates future of robotics Obama nominates

Janet Yellen to be
Federal Reserve chair
By JIM PUZZANGHERA, DON
LEE and KATHLEEN HENNESSEY

By ANDREA STEELE

THE PARTHENON
The W. Page Pitt School of
Journalism & Mass Communications offers its students a
variety of ways to get involved
during school.
Marcus Constantino, a senior
online journalism major, along
with others from WMUL-FM,
hopes to add another opportunity for students.
Their idea is to take some of
what WMUL-FM is doing on the
radio and moving it downstairs
and taking it to television. The
only way that this can happen though is if students get
involved.
Constantino has organized
meetings for students who
may be interested in working
to develop a student produced
television show.
Constantino said Marshall
University has one of the nicest
television studios in the state of
West Virginia.
“That was the first full highdefinition studio in the state
of West Virginia, and we are so
lucky to have state-of-the-art
equipment in there,” he said.
Constantino would like to
see student programming returning to the studio so more
students can get involved.
The last student-run program was Up Late, a unique
show that gave students the opportunity to direct and run the
cameras as well as see how an
actual production went on.
“With enough interest, we
could bring back something
like that,” Constantino said.
Students can gain experience
producing a real life television
production that can’t be replicated in the classroom.
The only other television programs at Marshall are MU Report
and Up to the Minute, both prerecorded newscast shows.
“If we have enough students
to make this happen, I think it
would be a great thing for the
College of Arts and Media as
well as Marshall University as
a whole,” Constantino said. “It
would also be a way for the
community to see the programming and see what all Marshall
University students are capable
of doing.”
He hopes that if students
show interest this will open up
the opportunity of student television programming returning
to Marshall.
“The students of COAM are so
creative,” Constantino said. “I
think we produce professional
work, and I think we can produce a professional television
production as well. It would
be great to share that with
the campus community and
throughout the Tri-State.”
The interest meetings will be
Wednesday and Thursday at
3:30 p.m. inside of the communications building in Studio A.
Andrea Steele can be contacted at steele98@marshall.
edu.

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

James McLurkin, assistant professor and director of the multi-robot systems lab at Rice
University, demonstrates the functions of his robots to Yeager Scholars inside the Memorial
Student Center on Tuesday, Oct. 8.
By ALYSSA SIMON

THE PARTHENON
James McLurkin, assistant professor
at Rice University in the department of
computer science, spoke Tuesday on
the future of robotics in the Memorial
Student Center.
Savannah Keller, senior international
affairs, economics and Spanish major
from Seville, Ohio, hosted the event
along with Kayla Boggs, a senior cell
and molecular biology major from Bigbend, W.Va.
Keller said she hoped to bring together the brightest minds in the field
for the 27th annual Yeager Symposium.
The biggest fear going into the event
was the turnout, but Keller said that
was not an issue at all.
“We had a wonderful turnout tonight,” Keller said.
McLurkin’s robots have been featured on the “Discovery Series,” and he

has also worked with prominent groups
such as Walt Disney Imagineering.
Boggs said she had heard good things
about McLurkin and wanted to choose
a relevant topic in the planning of the
lecture.
“We liked that he brought his own
robots and was very hands on,” Boggs
said.
McLurkin discussed the “Robot Revolution” and what different types of
robots are able to do, such as clean the
floor, help humans and go into dangerous situations.
McLurkin said he believes in some
cases that robots are better than manual tools because they can do what
humans cannot.
Ross Gardiner, junior political science major from La Plata, Md., said he
enjoyed the lecture.
“It was really interesting that the
robots could be used for a range of

purposes from helping around the
house to exploring Mars,” Gardiner
said.
McLurkin brought multiple robots to
demonstrate sorting, dispersing, clustering, flocking, orbiting and lining up.
The robots showed off how they used
their colored lights to navigate around
and follow the leader of each pack.
Tyler Boggs, a junior math and applied math major from Beckley, W.Va.,
said he enjoyed the lecture.
“He was a great speaker and clearly
very passionate and enthusiastic,
which kept things lively,” Boggs said.
“My favorite part was the demonstration of the swarm robots.”
The robots were built in McLurkin’s
lab and are engineered to improve
their sensing, effectors and escape
response.
Alyssa Simon can be contacted at
simon26@marshall.edu.

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
President Barack Obama
will nominate Janet Yellen to
be the next head of the Federal
Reserve, the White House said
Tuesday. The historic appointment, if confirmed, would make
the former University of California, Berkeley, economist the
first woman to lead the world’s
most powerful central bank.
Yellen, the Fed’s vice chair,
would replace Ben Bernanke,
whose second four-year term
as chairman expires Jan. 31.
She would take over at a crucial time — the central bank
is gearing up to reduce its unprecedented support for the
economy without damaging the
fragile recovery.
Obama will announce the
nomination at the White House
on Wednesday afternoon, joined
by Yellen and Bernanke.
The Fed’s leadership and
policy signals are being watched
around the globe, especially in
developing economies where
many fear a rapid or poorly
communicated pullback of
stimulus would have severe
consequences for global markets and the flow of capital.
The nomination was expected
and culminates an unprecedented public campaign that
included letters from congressional groups and extensive
lobbying by economists and
others in and out of Washington.
In naming Yellen, a veteran
central banker with a reputation as a consensus builder,
Obama opted for consistency
and a candidate favored by
many economists and liberal
Democrats.

See YELLEN | Page 5

STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER KEEPS STUDENTS ON TRACK
SRC to make commotion with commuter program

SRC to educate students about class withdrawals

By MASON BEUHRING

By MASON BEUHRING

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Student
Resource Center is dedicated to helping students further their academic
careers, even students who live off
campus.
Commuters are invited to take part
in Commuter Commotion on Thursday from 2 to 4 p.m. The event will
take place in the SRC conference
room, located on the second floor
of the Marshall University Memorial
Student Center.
The event is for commuter students
to learn about different resources
available on campus, meet different
staff members and learn how to get
involved on campus.
Matt Riley, 20, a commuting biochemistry pre-med major, said it is
time consuming getting to campus
and a majority of events are at night.

Students who live on campus are
surrounded by people enjoying the
campus life, and a disadvantage of
being a commuter is the difficulty of
meeting other students.
“Students who live in residence
halls have a residence adviser, they
have residence directors that they can
reach out to, but a commuter student
might only come to class and then go
home and not have that connection,”
said Michelle Barbour, SRC career advisor. “We want them to know all of
the resources available to them.”
Christina Caul Jackson, coordinator of student involvement,
encourages commuting students to
take advantage of this event to learn
about different services that are not
being utilized by the majority of
commuters.

See COMMOTION | Page 5

THE PARTHENON
Students withdraw from classes at
Marshall University each semester
without having knowledge of how
it may or may not impact their academic careers.
The Student Resource Center,
located on the second floor of the
Memorial Student Center, is presenting the third installment in their
workshop series. The workshop,
“What Does a W Really Mean?” will
take place Wednesday at noon and 2
p.m. in the SRC conference room.
The workshop will educate students on what a course withdrawal is,
how they can withdraw from a course
and the possible ramifications of
withdrawing from too many courses.
“If a student is withdrawing from
a course every semester, it can look
bad on their permanent record when

page designed and edited by SAMUEL SPECIALE | speciale@marshall.edu

they are applying for professional
schools or graduate schools, or if
they have to give an employer that
transcript it might look bad on their
part,” said Michelle Barbour, SRC career adviser. “Students might see [a
withdrawal] as an easy way out and
not realize it can affect their future.”
The SRC will list other options
to students who are considering
withdrawing from a course, such as
utilizing Tutoring Services on campus.
Matthew James, SRC senior resource specialist, said students hear
a lot of myths about what withdrawals mean. He said some students
think W’s will ruin their academic career, while others think they will not
affect their careers at all, but there is
a medium and it depends on the student’s professional career plan.

See WITHDRAWAL | Page 5
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Johnson making strides within Herd offense
By BRAXTON CRISP

FOR THE PARTHENON
Devon Johnson is no stranger to having
the football in his hands. The 6 foot-1inch, 240-pound sophomore tight end
from Richlands, Va., was primarily a running back in high school. Now with the
Thundering Herd, Johnson is using his ability with the ball to catch as well.
Johnson recorded his first
touchdown of the season Saturday in the Thundering Herd’s
34-10 defeat of the University
of Texas at San Antonio Roadrunners. The 17-yard pass
from Rakeem Cato to Johnson
came in a similar situation, and on
a similar route, that Herd fans are
familiar seeing Gator Hoskins shine.
Johnson attributed being able to step
up into the role normally filled by
Hoskins to the skill work the tight ends
do every day under the direction of tight
ends coach Todd Hartley.

“We run routes a lot in practice and we
go over it every day and we try to be perfect at it so when games come around, we
can be perfect,” Johnson said.
Perfect is what Johnson was on the play,
a simple post route from the right side of
the offensive line. Cato’s pass landed in
Johnson’s hands right as he crossed the
goal line. Even though running routes is a
vital part of being a tight end in Marshall’s
system, Johnson said blocking is more
crucial.
“We take pride in blocking way more
than running routes and catching balls
because it starts up front,” Johnson said.
“We’ve got to block to help the running
backs out, and when the running backs
break free, it opens up the passing game
for Cato, the wide receivers, and us [tight
ends].”
In two of the three intra-squad scrimmages the Herd had back in August during
fall camp, Marshall fans were able to catch
a glimpse of the physicality Johnson brings

to the table, once with a thunderous head
of steam running over safety Corie Wilson,
and again with a devastating stiff arm of DJ
Hunter. Despite his success with the ball
on past occasions, Johnson said he prefers
to utilize his physical nature to execute a
big block instead of making a catch.
“I’d rather pancake a guy because I feel
like it helps the team a lot more and the
running backs will feel more comfortable
knowing we can get our blocks down and
they can run a whole lot better,” Johnson
said.
The success of Johnson as a tight end
adds yet another threat into the equation
for opposing teams to worry about, with
Hoskins and Eric Frohnapfel seeing playing time at tight end. Being that all three
are capable of receiving passes, gaining
yards after the catch, and staying in to
block, Marshall has plenty of flexibility at
the tight end spot.
Braxton Crisp can be contacted at
crisp23@marshall.edu.

PHOTOS BY RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

TOP: Sophomore tight end Devon Johnson strides through the endzone
after a 17-yard touchdown pass from Rakeem Cato.
RIGHT: Johnson celebrates his touchdown with junior receiver Tommy
Shuler.

Anania earns first
collegiate victory
HERDZONE.COM
The Marshall men’s golf
team has an individual
champion for the second
week in a row. Senior Brian
Anania won his first tournament of his collegiate
career at the Bearcat Invitational with a 6-under-par
210 final score Tuesday.
“I am really proud of
Brian [Anania],” said coach
Matt Grobe. “He has been
waiting a long time to get
his first college victory.
He has put himself in position several times, and I
am so glad he finally broke
through.”
Anania shot a careertying 68 in his final round.
The 4-under score put
his total tally one stroke
ahead of Mitchell Thomas
and Baxter Reeves for the
victory.
The Herd finished second
overall with a three-round
score of 3-over 867 – five
strokes shy of tying firstplace school Austin Peay
State.
“I am proud of the team
for hanging in there and
finishing second,” Grobe
added. “This was a really
good field, so even though
we are not happy with second it is still a good finish
for us.”
The 7,100-yard course
gave the Herd trouble in

ANANIA
the final round, causing
three members of the team
to shoot a combined 12
strokes over par.
Despite the struggle, the
Herd had three top 10 finishes – including Anania.
Sophomore Logan Lagodich, who shot the first two
rounds identical to the
victor, completed the last
round with a 2-over 74 that
put him in seventh place
with an even-par score.
Senior Jeremy Rogers also
shot a 2-over 74 final round
to total his three-round
score to a 1-over 217 for an
eighth place tie.
The Marshall squad will
see action once more this
fall season. The OBX/ODU
Collegiate
at
Kilmarlic
will take place Oct. 20-22
in Powells Point, N.C. to
round out the front-end of
the Herd’s season.

The importance of Scout Day
By CAITIE SMITH

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
The chilly fall weather may
have finally hit Huntington, but
the most loved activity of summer is still in full swing.
Post-season baseball has
delivered several exciting divisional series games and
Marshall University made the
news when the Oakland Athletics announced Herd baseball
alumnus Dan Straily as the
starting pitcher in game four
of the American League Division Series against the Detroit
Tigers.
Straily was drafted by the
Athletics in the 24th round
of the 2009 MLB Draft after
spending two years with the
Herd.
Straily is not the only former
Marshall player to be scouted
and drafted. The Herd has had
over fifteen players enter major
league organizations in the last
five years.
Some of that success could be
attributed to Scout Day.
Every fall, scouts from major
league teams travel around observing collegiate players and
taking note of ones they think
have potential to play at the
next level.
The Marshall baseball team
participated in Scout Day Tuesday when they took on Potomac
State and West Virginia State at
neutral Hurricane High School
in Putnam County.
Marshall baseball alumni
Isaac Ballou and Joey Church
both credit Scout Day to some
of their success after college.
“As a freshman and sophomore it definitely helped me
get my name out there,” Ballou

page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu

said. Ballou was selected by the
Washington Nationals in the
2013 Draft after spending four
years with the Herd.
“It helps you get noticed and
puts your name on the board
for scouts,” Church said. “That
way, they can send people during the regular season to watch
you play.” Church was taken
by the San Diego Padres in the
17th round of the 2012 Draft.
Both Ballou and Church were
drafted in 2011 as well but
chose to return to Marshall.
“It’s important in a sense that
you have the opportunity to
open the eyes of scouts to your
ability while hopefully making
a good impression,” Ballou said.
Scout Day is not just a regional thing, either.
DJ Crumlich, current infielder in the Pittsburgh Pirates
organization and former player
for the University of California,

See BASEBALL | Page 5
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TOP:Former
Marshall and
current Oakland
A’s pitcher Dan
Straily winds up
a pitch.
LEFT:Straily
during his time
with the Herd.
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EDITORIAL

Flexible screens: The way of the future
LG announced Monday that it has
started production on the “world’s first
flexible OLED panel for smartphones”
and hopes to have them available sometime next year.
The idea of a flexible screen isn’t a
new one. Last month, Samsung also announced its plan to unveil a flexible
smartphone.
It’s an interesting concept that several
companies have shown off prototypes
of such phones for years at technology
shows, but now it’s much closer to becoming a reality.
The last real shake up in the way of
smartphone technology was Apple’s introduction of the touchscreen keyboard.

Flexible screens, however, have the potential to be much bigger.
The biggest advantage of a flexible
screen is its durability. A huge issue for
standard smartphones is the tendency
for their screens to shatter when you
drop them, and the cost to have them
fixed is normally quite high. With a flexible screen, this problem is alleviated,
albeit with serious effects on companies
such as Otterbox who specialize in producing phone cases marketed to survive
the most severe damage.
This technology would also make
smartphones, and eventually tablets,
easier to transport. The idea being that
they can fold and fit in your pocket. Or,

eventually, be utilized as a wearable
wristwatch.
The main question of the flexible
screens at this point is if such screens
are a necessity. The smartphones already on the market serve us quite well,
and fill needs that weren’t really there to
begin with.
As with any smartphone technology,
there’s a big money scheme wrapped
up in the design that will trick people to
think they need the flexible screen, and
the reality is, it’s sure to work. Maybe not
right away, but eventually we will move
further away from the standard smartphones we’re used to and toward this
flexible future.

MCT CAMPUS

COLUMN

Parents should breastfeed babies
By JOCELYN GIBSON

COLUMNIST
A fad I have witnessed in our society is the unwillingness of parents to
breastfeed. Many people today will
never attempt to breastfeed their child,
or even consider it.
Breastfeeding has so many benefits
that it really is tragic how few parents
even give it a try. Breastfed babies are
healthier, smarter and happier than
formula fed. There is also an increased
level of bonding during breastfeeding.
Even if the benefits for the babies
don’t win parents over, the fact that it
is 100 percent free should. Why, then,
does it seem like fewer and fewer people are doing it? Among people of my
own age group who are parents, I know
very few who breastfed their children.
What can make parents want to
choose breastfeeding over formula? It
seems that all of the information about
health and benefits is widespread, yet
less people are taking part.
It is the most beautiful thing in the
world to hold your baby, feed your baby

and know that your body is making milk
suited exactly to your baby’s needs so
that it can be the healthiest it can be.
And still, parents are choosing formula.
An examination into why fewer parents are breastfeeding would lead
mostly to evidence that societal ideals are pushing parents away from
breastfeeding. We are encouraged to
be ultimately concerned with the appearance of our own bodies even if that
means a less healthful type of nourishment for our children.
The whole idea of having children
goes against this societal ideal, because
it results in so many “undesirable” side
effects to the ideal body. Quite frankly,
I believe the only reason many people
still have biological children is for the
selfish reason of wanting children that
are “their own” and there being no
other way to acquire them at this time.
The biggest hurdle to overcome in
combating this trend is the de-sexualization of breasts. Society and the
media have been lying to us for years
concerning the purpose of breasts. They

have led us to believe breasts are for sex
and sex only.
Well, I have a newsflash: breasts were
meant to nourish babies. And we need
to start using them for their true purpose again. It is my goal to break down
the ideas planted by society about how
women’s bodies are meant to be used
because, sadly, many of these ideas are
misinformed.
In regards to my last column, I would
like to acknowledge my folly in referring to those who were pregnant or
experiencing childbirth as women. I
understand and would like to note that
not every person who is biologically
capable of these actions identifies as a
woman, and in the future I will do my
best to avoid excluding any persons
from my writing.
Also, I would like everyone reading
to be aware of the Stand with West Virginia Women Rally will be Wednesday
at the Memorial Student Center. Please
come out and show your support.
Jocelyn Gibson can be contacted at
gibson243@marshall.edu.
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YOU CAN BE HERD
What are you most looking forward
to for the month of October?

What did you think of the series
finale of Breaking Bad?

The Maize at Cooper Farms
The Pumpkin House
Halloween

It was everything I hoped for. 57%
It left a lot to be desired.
3%
I didn’t watch it.
40%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

Health care law exchanges
may cause dizziness
CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)
The online health insurance exchanges promised by
Obamacare promptly opened
for business last week and
just as promptly crashed.
People seeking to sign up
for insurance, or just peruse
plans, waited and waited ...
and waited.
Eventually, we’re sure, the
computer problems will be resolved. But many people will
find that when they can get
through, they’re confronted
with a bewildering online experience. They’ll have to sort
through dozens of plans from
different insurers.
This is a complex decision.
Some people may be tempted
to throw a dart and pick one
with the lowest premiums,
assuming all plans are about
the same.
Warning: They’re not.
In recent weeks federal officials touted some of the low
premium prices available under the new exchanges. What
they didn’t stress, and what
careful consumers will find
on the exchange market site,
is that insurers have tamped
down prices in some cases by
greatly narrowing the hospitals and doctors available in
the coverage network. That
means if you favor a particular
hospital, say, the University of
Chicago Medical Center, you’ll
want to make sure that your
plan covers that hospital and
your doctors.
If not, you could be on the hook
for much higher medical bills for
out-of-network coverage, even
though you have insurance.
Let’s back up for a second.
Obamacare sets four levels of
coverage: platinum, gold, silver, bronze. The law requires
that every plan provide a basic
menu of services, including
maternity care, mental health
services, prescription drugs
and hospital visits. Insurers
can offer more than that, but
they can’t offer less.
The different levels of coverage indicate how you and the
insurer will split your health
care costs. In a bronze plan,
for instance, you’ll pay 40
percent of the costs and your

insurance will cover 60 percent. You’ll pay 30 percent in
a silver plan, 20 percent in a
gold plan, 10 percent in a platinum plan.
In the lower tiers, you’ll
generally pay lower premiums
but will have higher out-ofpocket costs. For instance,
the deductible — the amount
owed for covered services before insurance kicks in — will
be higher when you visit a
doctor or go to a hospital.
That doesn’t mean all gold
plans — or silver or bronze —
are created equal.
The differences within a
tier can be huge. Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Illinois, for
instance, offers some customers its Blue PPO Gold plan for
314.19 a month or its Blue
Choice Gold PPO for $234.02.
The plans have the same deductible. Same coinsurance.
Same copays. So what accounts
for the $80.17 difference in
monthly premium? One major
factor: The higher-priced plan
has 54 hospitals in its network, including world-class
Northwestern Memorial Hospital, and more than 23,000
doctors. The lower priced
plan has 26 hospitals, excluding Northwestern. It has about
10,000 doctors.
You may find a broader
doctor/hospital network in a
bronze plan than you find in
a gold plan, depending on the
insurer. You will need to check
to see if your doctors and preferred hospitals are covered
under the policy you want to
choose. Plans also differ in
which prescription drugs are
covered and how much you’ll
pay for a brand name versus
a generic.
Don’t assume anything.
There’s plenty of time to
investigate before you decide.
You can enroll until Dec.15 for
insurance that begins Jan. 1.
If you find yourself confused, be reassured: You
are not alone. Almost all
the experts we’ve talked to
— insurance agents, hospital officials, doctors — are
still sorting out the details
of this massive health care
expansion.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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Lawmakers arrested as thousands rally for immigration legislation
By SARAH SEXTON

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON
BUREAU (MCT)
Thousands of people from
across the country gathered
Tuesday on the National Mall
to demand a revamping of U.S.
immigration policy, and about
200 people — including eight
members of Congress — were
arrested for blocking the street
directly in front of the Capitol.
Following similar rallies
in more than 160 cities, the
Camino Americano: March for
Dignity and Respect called for
comprehensive immigration
legislation that would provide
for a path to citizenship before
the end of this year.
Local and national advocacy
groups, including CASA in Action and the National Hispanic
Foundation for the Arts, hosted
the event that featured performances by Los Tigres Del
Norte and singer Lila Downs
and speeches from congressional leaders, including House
Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi of California.
Pelosi said legislation must
be passed to secure the nation’s
borders, protect workers, unite
families and provide a path to
earn citizenship.
“It’s good for business. It’s
good for workers. It’s good for
families. It’s good for our nation’s success. So we must do
this,” she said.
The event closed with a march
to the U.S. Capitol, where protesters were arrested while blocking
1st Street; U.S. Capitol Police were
standing by and began making
arrests around 4 p.m.

YELLEN

Continued from Page 2
The president’s top choice,
former Treasury Secretary
Lawrence Summers, withdrew from the running in
September in the wake of
mounting political opposition.
Unlike Summers, a close
former economic adviser to
Obama, the president has had
few personal exchanges with
Yellen and initially seemed
hesitant to appoint her in
what he described as one of
his most important economic
policy decisions of his second
term.
But after Summers’ withdrawal, White House officials
talked up Yellen’s prospects
on Capitol Hill as they sought
to ensure she would pass
the sometimes acrimonious
and partisan confirmation
process.
With more than a third of
the Senate’s 55-person Democratic caucus having signed
a letter in July urging Obama
to nominate Yellen, she is

BASEBALL

Continued from Page 3
Irvine, said he too participated in the event.
“Scout Day can only help
your stock as a player,” Crumlich said.
Crumlich agreed with the statements made by Ballou and Church.
“If you can show them you
can play, they’ll follow you all
season. That’s what matters

SPIN

Continued from Page 3

The Rec Center isn’t the
only one rolling up its sleeves
for a good cause. Many other
Huntington
organizations
have shown support by donating various prizes as well.
“Prizes will be awarded
from Huntington Cycle, Glenn’s
Sporting Goods, Jim’s Steak and
Spaghetti, Sun Tan City and
many more,” she said.

“We will be arrested, and
we will be denied our liberty,”
Rep. Luis Gutierrez, D-Ill., said
moments before leading the
march. “But we do it so that one
man, the speaker of the House,
can free the Congress of the
United States and allow Republicans and Democrats — men
and women from all 50 states
— to finally pass comprehensive immigration reform.”
In addition to Gutierrez,
also arrested were Reps. John
Lewis, D-Ga.; Charles Rangel,
D-N.Y.; Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz.; Joe
Crowley, D-N.Y.; Keith Ellison,
D-Minn.; Al Green, D-Texas; and
Jan Schakowsky, D-Ill.
The U.S. Capitol Police said it
will process all of the arrestees
on a misdemeanor charge and
many will likely be released
Tuesday night after paying a
$50 fine.
Eleven members of the North
Carolina-based
immigration
advocacy group Latin American Coalition were arrested,
including 18-year-old Jessica
Contreras, an undocumented
immigrant from Mexico.
Contreras was 5 years old
when she moved to Charlotte,
N.C., where she is a high school
senior.
“I go to school, and I want to
be able to go to college to give
back to the community and to
give back to the country that I
call home,” Contreras said.
She said she wants to see immigration legislation that will
help students such as her be
able to apply for scholarships to
afford a college education.
Before her arrest, Contreras

SARAH SEXTON | MCT

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) speaks at "The Camino Americano: March for Immigration Reform" rally on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.,
Tuesday.
said, “I’m really excited actually
because people in the past have
done civil disobedience to fight
for their rights, and I want to do
it, too, because I believe it’s the
right thing to do.”
Rausel Arista, 35, an undocumented immigrant from Mexico
living in Monroe, N.C., was also
arrested. Arista works as a community organizer for the Latin
American Coalition and said he

joined the rally to give others
who are also undocumented
and living in the United States
the opportunity for a better life.
“The only thing they need is
just the opportunity to participate in the community, in the
economy, and to be a part of
this great nation,” Arista said.
“You cannot hide this thing. It’s
11 million people who are here,
and they need to be recognized.

expected to be confirmed. The
Senate unanimously backed
Yellen in 2010 to become the
Fed’s vice chair, and she had
served on the Fed board of
governors under Chairman
Alan Greenspan from 1994-97
as well.
But Yellen, a Democrat
who was previously a top
economic adviser to President Bill Clinton, could face
resistance from Republican
members who have opposed
the Fed’s easy-money policies
in recent years.
Yellen may also find tough
questioning about her time as
president of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco
from 2004-10, a period when
she also was involved in the
Fed’s monetary policy decisions. Though Yellen raised
early concerns about the risks
banks were taking during the
sub-prime housing boom, like
most economists, she did not
foresee the real estate’s disastrous crash, which triggered
the worst economic downturn
since the Great Recession.

More recently, some have
criticized Yellen as being too
willing to risk an increase in
inflation through aggressive
monetary policy in a bid to
reduce the high jobless rate.
Though the focus on unemployment is popular with
many Democrats, and many
economists say she is right to
lean that way in the current
situation, Yellen has nonetheless been painted in some
corners as soft on inflation, an
inflation dove in Fed-speak.
In recent years, Bernanke
and the Fed have been subjected to intense criticism
and scrutiny over the central
bank’s policies. Bernanke, a
Republican, was confirmed 70
to 30 in 2010 for his second
term as chairman in what was
the narrowest victory margin
for a Fed chief in the central
bank’s history.
As the Fed’s vice chair, Yellen
has been a staunch supporter
of the similarly soft-spoken
Bernanke as he has gone to
extraordinary lengths to stimulate the tepid recovery from

the Great Recession.
Under Bernanke, the Fed
has kept its benchmark shortterm interest rate at near zero
since late 2008. The central
bank’s balance sheet, or asset holdings, has quadrupled
since mid-2008 to $3.7 trillion as the Fed has purchased
Treasury bonds and mortgage-backed securities to
pump money into the financial system.
Fed policymakers, including Yellen, had been expected
to begin reducing one of the
central bank’s key stimulus
programs in September. But
they decided that the economy, particularly the labor
market, wasn’t strong enough
to start tapering the $85 billion in bonds the Fed has been
purchasing each month since
September 2012 to lower
mortgage rates and other
long-term interest rates.
As well as being the first
woman to lead the Fed since
it was created 100 years ago,
she would be the first vice
chair to ascend to the top job.

the most,” Crumlich said.
Despite the importance of
the day and what it could mean
for the future, players are encouraged to treat the practice
like any other.
“Don’t try to do anything
outside of what your game is,”
Crumlich said. “If you’re a line
drive hitter, don’t all the sudden try to hit home runs. Play
your game.”
Church said he took the

same mentality into Scout Day
as he did in any other practice,
scrimmage or game.
“I treated it just like any other
day,” Church said. “I didn’t try
and over do things because that
isn’t when I’m at my best. I just
had to stay relaxed and did what
had to be done.”
Even though Scout Day is a
great way to advertise for players, Ballou, Crumlich and Church
all agree that it is not everything.

“If you don’t do well on that
one day, most scouts know that
you have bad days every once
in awhile,” Crumlich said.
“It’s not the ‘end all, be all,’”
Ballou said. “The season is
what it’s really all about.”
The Herd hopes to make
good impressions on Scout
Day.
Caitie Smith can be contacted
at
smith1650@
marshall.edu.

The spin-a-thon costs $15
and Hickok would like to note
that if they cannot attend the
event, they can still donate to
help raise money via the website on the flier.
“My overall goal to be raised
is $3,500 and would like to extend a thank you to my loved
ones by supporting me through
this journey,” she said.
Carissa Janczewski can be
contacted at janczewski@
marshall.edu.

COMMOTION

Continued from Page 2
“Life is more than classes, suitcases, car,” Jackson said. “Stay
here, unpack a little bit, make
some friends, join some clubs and
organizations and give some input on what you would like to see
on campus so we can improve.”
The Commuter Commotion
will offer commuter students a
chance to win door prizes, which
include gift cards to the Marshall
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University Bookstore, and will
provide students with a free
meal.
Students who miss the event
can stop in the SRC for more
information by scheduling an
appointment or walking in and
waiting for the next available
adviser.
The SRC is open Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mason Beuhring can be contacted at beuhring@marshall.
edu.

You cannot keep these people
under the shadow.”
Danny Cendejas of the Texas
Organizing Project, which addresses immigration and other
issues, also attended the rally.
Last week, Cendejas attended
a rally in Dallas calling for immigration restructuring, and he
flew to Washington Tuesday for
the rally on the National Mall.
His
stepfather
is
an

WITHDRAWAL

undocumented immigrant from
El Salvador who pays taxes and
owns a landscaping company
but remains at risk of deportation, Cendejas said.
“In Texas, we have one of
the highest numbers of undocumented people,” Cendejas
said. “We have over 1.7 million.
That’s hundreds of thousands
in Dallas alone. For myself, this
hits close to home.”

Continued from Page 2
“I have withdrawn from two
classes,” said Cameron Ross, senior
biology major. “One of them was ridiculous, the professor wasn’t going
by the syllabus, and it had nothing
to do with biology. I was told to try
to keep the W’s to a minimum, but I
wasn’t going to be able to put the time
into the class that I needed to.”
Students who miss the workshop
and want more information on course
withdrawal can go to the SRC during
theiroperatinghoursMondaythrough
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and seek advice
on the withdrawal process.
Mason Beuhring can be contacted at beuhring@marhsall.
edu.
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Director, star of ‘Captain Phillips’ Director James
Cameron
wins
wanted to keep film tense
'Avatar' case

By REBECCA KEEGAN

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Aboard the USS Truxtun last
spring, Tom Hanks and director Paul Greengrass were about
to shoot what they hoped
would be a powerful scene
in their new movie, “Captain
Phillips,” when a Navy captain
intervened.
“He said, ‘You know that
would never happen,’” Greengrass said.
It was a delicate moment in
the production. Working in the
claustrophobic spaces of a U.S.
Navy destroyer sailing off the
coast of Virginia, the cast and
crew had prepared for a shot
where two key characters converge. Instead, after conferring
with the captain, they quickly
changed their dramatic course,
and Greengrass enlisted a Navy
medic to improvise with Hanks.
“It was hairy,” Hanks said
of shooting the emotional
sequence.
The resulting depiction of
shock and disorientation is one
of the most memorable scenes
in Hanks’ three-decade film
career.
“Captain Phillips” is based on
the true story of Richard Phillips, a merchant mariner who
was captaining the Maersk Alabama, an American cargo ship,
when Somali pirates hijacked
it in 2009 and the U.S. Navy
undertook a dramatic rescue.
From a screenplay by Billy Ray
inspired by Phillips’ memoir,
Greengrass shot the logistically
complex thriller on the open
ocean off ports in Malta, Morocco and Virginia, with a cast
of young Somali-American men
appearing in their first acting
roles and a flotilla of sets that
included a working container
ship, two Navy destroyers and
an aircraft carrier.
The movie, which opens Friday, pits two captains, Hanks’
Phillips and a desperate Somali
pirate named Muse (newcomer
Barkhad Abdi), against each
other in the unforgiving waters
of the global economy. Captain Phillips is trying to deliver
17,000 metric tons of cargo to
Mombasa, Kenya, including
electronics, textiles, cars and
food aid ultimately bound for
Somalia; Muse is trying to deliver a fat ransom payment to a
Somali warlord.
In the commissary on the
Sony Pictures lot, Greengrass
and Hanks described what
the director called the “threelegged race” of making “Captain
Phillips” together with their
crew of 200.
Hanks, attracted by a
contemporary hero’s story,
came aboard the project
first, and met with Phillips
early on to learn about his
experiences.
“The burden of being a captain is the thing that was a
surprise to me,” Hanks said.
“It’s a pressure-filled job that
never stops. How much fuel
and how fast you’re burning it
and when you’re supposed to
be in Mombasa and who you’re
going to have to bribe once you
get into a port.”
Even 4 1/2 years after the
hijacking, that responsibility
is still weighing on Phillips;
nine members of his 20-man
crew are suing the shipping
company for endangering
them, saying Phillips ignored
warnings about pirates in the
area.
“Lots of films could have
been made about this material,”

Greengrass said. “What they
wanted was raw, authentic,
complex. They didn’t want it
simple.”
Somalia’s combination of
extreme poverty and political
instability has made it fertile
ground for the criminal enterprise of piracy. In 2009,
when the film takes place, Somali hijackings were on the
rise, with 45 other vessels attacked that year. Since then,
as shipping companies have
employed armed security
guards and international naval
forces have arrested more than
1,000 pirates, the practice has
diminished.
Greengrass wanted to portray the pirates as victims of
economic pressures. An early
scene where too many men vie
for too few spots on a pirate
skiff is deliberately reminiscent of the longshoremen
crowding the docks in “On the
Waterfront.”
When Hanks and Greengrass embarked on the project,
they discussed the point of the
movie over a series of phone
calls and meetings.
“You have to make a film
without knowledge of where
it ended up,” Greengrass said.
“If you can create your story
in an unfolding present tense,
that’s where character exists.”
The film begins with Captain Phillips’ wife, Andrea
(Catherine Keener), dropping
him off at the airport and
worrying about their children but moves quickly to the
decks of the cargo ship, with
a cast including Michael Chernus (“The Bourne Legacy”)
as Phillips’ second in command and David Warshofsky
(“There Will Be Blood”) as his
engineer. Max Martini (“Pacific Rim”) is the Navy SEAL
commander on the scene, and
the men under him are played
by former SEALs.
To create a feeling of immediacy on set, Greengrass took
the unusual step of casting
four Somali Americans who
had never acted before to play
the pirates — Abdi, Barkhad
Abdirahamn, Faysal Ahmed
and Mahat M. Ali. The roles,
particularly Abdi’s, would require a sense of menace and
vulnerability.
Greengrass deliberately kept
Abdi and the pirate actors from
meeting Hanks and the men
portraying the Alabama’s crew
to capture a moment of excitement on camera and to prevent
Hanks’ stardom from intimidating the new actors.
Greengrass’
unrehearsed,
hand-held method of filmmaking, learned through his
documentary background, is
particularly conducive to newcomers, Hanks said.
"There were no marks to
hit," Hanks said. "There wasn't
any technical thing that they
had to learn how to do. Usually
it's, 'Hey, can you not overlap?
You yelled at him over his line.'
There was never any of that
stuff. So they were in the environment and they were ready
to go."
Shooting on real ships added
to the production’s authenticity
and its inconveniences. The crew
carried the cameras and lights
up six flights on the cargo ship,
“and there are a lot of places to
bonk your head and stub your
toe,” Hanks said. Others filming
from small Zodiac boats alongside the large ships got seasick.
The film, which relies

By DANIEL MILLER
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on urgent camera work by
Greengrass’ longtime cinematographer, Barry Ackroyd, and
rhythmic cutting by his editor
Christopher Rouse, got a warm
reception from critics upon its
premiere at the New York Film
Festival last week.
Many singled out Hanks’ moment with the Navy medic: The
Hollywood Reporter called it
“an extraordinary scene, one
for which there is little precedent,” and Variety said it was
“an eruption of emotional fireworks of exactly the sort Oscar
dreams are made of.”
“We’re in an era cinematically
dominated by superheroes,”
Greengrass said. “He’s made
this wonderful career based
on playing ordinary men. ...
You don’t have special powers, or extraordinary physical
strength or mental agility. ...
You’ve got to operate within
what’s believable or authentic ... but if you do that, as Tom
does, what you find is this rich
reservoir of humanity.”

page designed and edited by CODI MOHR | mohr13@marshall.edu

TOP: Director Paul Greengrass on the set of Columbia
Pictures' "Captain Phillips."
BOTTOM: Tom Hanks, center, stars in Columbia Pictures'
"Captain Phillips."

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Director James Cameron and his Lightstorm Entertainment Inc. have prevailed
in a legal case brought against them by a
man who alleged that his ideas were stolen for use in the blockbuster “Avatar.”
In December 2011, Eric Ryder filed a
lawsuit in Los Angeles Superior Court alleging that Cameron’s “Avatar” stole plot
elements, settings and other details from a
story called “K.R.Z. 2068” that Ryder gave
to Lightstorm executives.
“Avatar,” released in December 2009,
is the top-grossing movie of all time, and
took in $2.78 billion in global box office receipts, according to Box Office Mojo.
Judge Susan Bryant-Deason granted
Cameron’s motion for summary judgment
Wednesday, ruling that the science-fiction
film was independently created by the
director.
“Sadly, it seems that whenever a successful motion picture is produced, there
are people who try to ‘get rich quick’ by
claiming their ideas were used,” Cameron
said in a statement provided by 20th Century Fox, which distributed “Avatar.”
Ryder alleged in his lawsuit for breach of
implied contract, fraud and other matters
that Lightstorm had him work for nearly
two years on developing his sciencefiction story into a 3-D epic film about a
“corporation’s colonization and plundering of a distant moon’s lush and wondrous
natural setting” and a spy’s interaction
with the “anthropomorphic” beings that
reside there.
Ryder alleged that Lightstorm decided
not to move forward with the project because “no one would be interested in an
environmentally themed science-fiction
feature film.”
According to “The Futurist,” a 2009
Cameron biography written by Los Angeles Times staff writer Rebecca Keegan,
Cameron wrote “Avatar” in 1996.
“As I have previously stated, ‘Avatar’
was my most personal film, drawing upon
themes and concepts that I had been exploring for decades,” Cameron said in a
statement. “I am very appreciative that
the court rejected the specious claim by
Mr. Ryder that I used any of his ideas in my
film.”
This isn’t the first time Cameron has prevailed in a legal case over the creation of
“Avatar.” There have been a handful of such
cases filed against the director, including an ongoing action brought by Bryant
Moore, a science-fiction writer who has
also alleged the director stole ideas from
scripts that Moore penned.
Separately, in January, the director won
a similar case on summary judgment that
had been filed by Gerald Morawski.
“I am grateful that our courts have
consistently found these claims to be meritless,” Cameron said.
Ryder was represented in the matter by
attorneys K. Andrew Kent and Gregory N.
Albright. They could not immediately be
reached for comment.
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